PSYCHOLOGICAL OEIGIN OF RELIGION

of fever, of insanity, etc., of persons still living or
dead, seern also sufficient to lead to a belief in
ghosts and in survival after death.

These two distinct classes of facts have no
doubt co-operated in the production of the belief
in ghosts, so that I shall refer to them in the
sequel as the double origin of the ghost-belief.
Echos, and reflections in water and in polished
surfaces may have played a subsidiary role in
establishing, or confirming, the belief in ghosts
and in spirits.

(3) When discussing animal behaviour, we saw
reasons to admit that a fleeting personification
of objects moving in an unusual way might be
within the mental possibilities of the higher
animals. The third independent source of belief
in unseen personal agents is the spontaneous
personification of striking natural phenomena,,
storms, tornadoes, thunder, sudden spring-
vegetation, etc. The report of Tanner1 that
one night Picheto (a North American Chief),
becoming much alarmed at the violence of a
storm, got up, offered some tobacco to the
thunder and entreated it to stop, should not
excite surprise even though it should refer to

1 Lord Avebury, On. the Origin of Civilisation (3rd edition,
1875), p. 212.
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